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The Anatomy of a Rumor 





receive d widely reed among the left. Despite this, the rumor! 

hundreds of letters and The Voice ran It on April 18, queries continue to 

phone cnlh on the ratter citing the Nowhoos. •tok.taW »' m “ c n t Aw y, 


Hand hns 


F By Leroy F. Aarons 

f Whshtmton Poll Stuff Wrltof 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. f r0 m all over the country— as Its source. from 

—Philip (Flip) Webster, a, from congressmen, profes-i The Wall St. Journal bu- ties. „ d 0 f the 

student at Towson (Md.) sors,^ student^ nnd^house- rucau ^spottc Rand % fld the Ncwh Washington bu* 
State College, learned about ' aah tho rcports in every White House, and printed reau, author or the original 
It from a flyer that wgs instance, but, In the words the following Item In Us "N cWfiSC °P c i . tc /" , ’| 0 b ; R V t( J 
being passed out around the of Jack V ogcl, communica- Washington Wire column on have not been al to 
Johns Hopkins University tlons director, “I don’t think April 24 (which, through substantiate this story since 
campus. wc’vc seen the end of this fluke, ran only In thc Wcs -W printed Mt He added 

, Rands Lynn Byrne, a jun- thing yet. It’s ju$t gone na- ern and Midwest editions), that Newsscope ( 1 usuany 
ior at Michigan State Uni- tlona i... . -'Nixon men find a rumor reserv. ed for speculaUve 

verstty, heard about it from The first version came hard to spike— that the stuff and have 

Clyde Morris, her communl- f rom the Washington bu- Rand Corp. think tank Id again 
cations professor, who had r0au 0 f the Newhouse News studying the idea ofcance 1* pr lntefl l the Rem. 
heard about it from a friend .Service, a national wire that ling the 1972 presiden ial I though _while the Uem 
who had a clipping from a feeds Newhouse’s 29 papers elections If radicals threaten ^ ^arilli^ in cenam r 

paper In’Porlland Ore throughout the country. The to disrupt It.- wa8 X ke anybody out of the 

so? a Teorg C e K^tTakowski^t^- which ran, In early h ® y and ’ spreading. The trees the way It did,” he 
who was science adviser to April in Newhouse s gossipy 100 0 00 circulation under- said. 

President Elsenhower, heard weekend feature, Newsscope ground sheet.' the Lbs i Ange- Howard I saW that a Ne 
about It from some people said, in part: les Free Press, ran It with house P York- 

who had picked up the “Washington— The White f ron t. page headlines: syndt* up the rumor In New York, 

rumor in North Carolina. House is ordering up several ca tcd columnist Trv Kupcl- but he would not say how or 
Peter Burchyns, a gradu- hush-hush security studies nc t used it In his Chicago wherc.^ 
ate student, heard two stu-and one of them is reported Sun-Timcs column; The Na- ^,, re n JJ* 1 . d n " d ^ d -bub 

It I, the Wall Street lane presidential eleetlon in {LteSarennd by others.” I 

^°Kathryn Bennett heard It "President Nixon’s advls- national press— Including Ran l d , p( , p ;E Pt d !hi ewtion 

re>d " * asjsn fairs ass 'srvsr 1 is 

ftssjsansussssE 

millions— of others across eluding national elections his address at Fordham Uni- trusted believe 

jti°n had hired the Hand ente(J Ca „ fornla -think” fac- por t also carried the denial A ^ccond factor. In the 
Corp., a super think tank wlll trv to envision a Lf Rand president Henry jS t vg of Karl Taeuber, asoc^ 

Rnwnn. that the Institution 
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Sam. Monica, to 55«- £’ » J” 
the possibilities of cancel- situation 


the possibilities of cancel- - using forC{ , or bomb con *l n . Hand's repuUvtloq 

ting the American election thrcats wou i d make It un- study; it docs not contem- among new lefters as an im 
Jn 1972. safe t 0 conduct an election plate making such a study; from the University of Wis- 

' Rand, which does 80P cr an d prov [ dc the President nor has It been approached strument of the war ma* 
cent of its work for the dc- wlth a p i an of action. ” « 

• J.unniMnnf tint onto- ii — u-oi 


by anyone with a proposal) chine. 

“Rand Is 
on,” he 


easier to pin It 
said, “because 


W I*v V* . Willi a J/IHII • * 

fense department, has cate- Thc ltcm ran in at least a. . . . „ 

gorically denied thc report, dozen papers from Har- ' 4 „ 

But thc rumor continues to risburR Pa „ to Portland Rowan repeated this to a thcre . g something mystcrl- 
circulate. It got to the point 0rc . it was followed by, a rep orter, adding that Rand ous about It. It docs supersc* 
that last weekend, White j ongcr Newhouse story in bad searched Its files back crct work for thc military; y 
House counselor Daniel P. . . w blch repeated three years for something with all kinds of CIA, cloak 1/ 
Moynlhan felt obliged to™ ,i impnn fi rmcd '' that might he construed or! and dagger connotations^ 

dwell on It at length In a the rumor as House misconstrued as the ru-, anything anyway.” 

commencement address. Ho and Included . a W mored study. “There was. Some people are convinced 

[called the persistence of thddcnlal. ' v . r the nothing,” he insisted. “Dls* ihnt Rand iseolng to deny 

7artTh*t y mlsKtof govern- *J, ory Jlf.* 1 i**® Vol?« ' "VSl! line™ In America 'to"*^* 8 ** of communications at 
Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDR88-01315R000400280017-3 


toontlnuocl 


( 



